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WHY SHOULD PEOPLE INTEREST THEMSELVES IN ASSEMBLING 
GENEALOGICAL DATA PERTAINING TO A BATE 2 17 Cars 
FOR PAINSTAKING RESEARCH, INVOLVING ASSEMBLING OF 
BRACTS,. COORDINATING AMD ere THEM, ELIMINATING 
ERRORS, CORRESPONDING WITH RELATIVES, AND BOTHERING 
MANY OTHERS. If IS A TEDIOUS AND TIME-CONSUMING 

TASK, COSTLY AT TIMES AND WITHOUT HOPE OF REMUNERATION 
PERHAPS A COMPREHENSIVE ANSWER WOULD REQUIRE A PHILO- 


SOPHICAL DISSERTATION OF AN EMERSON oR A Bacon, 


To THE WRITER, THE MAIN REASON FOR COMPILING THIS 
INFORMATION WAS THAT FUTURE GENERATIONS OF THE FAMILY 
MAY LOOK BACK INTO THE PAST AND SEE HOW HIS ANCESTORS 
LIVED AND THE PART THEY PLAYED IN THE BUILDING OF OUR 
CouNTRY. We ARE PROUD OF OUR ANCESTORS, NOT BECAUSE 
OF UNUSUAL FAME OR RICHES OF THE INDIVIDUAL, BUT 
BECAUSE THEY DEMONSTRATED TRUE, UNASSUMING AMERICANISN 
INDEPENDENTLY VENTURESOME, BOLDLY INDIVIDUALISTIC, AND 
ALWAYS CONSCIOUS OF THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO FAMILY 


AND COMMUNITY. 


THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THIS HISTORY IS NOT INFALLIBL 
Iv? IS SIMPLY THE BEST THAT COULD BE DEDUCTED FROM THE 


DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION AT HAND. if IS DIFFICULT? 
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PREFACE - Pace Two 


TODAY FOR US TO TURN BACK THE PAGES OF HISTORY SEVERAL 
HUNDRED YEARS AND TO REALIZE THAT IN THAT DAY PHONICS 
WAS UNHEARD OF AND THERE WAS NOT A SET PATTERN FOR 
SPELLING. FURTHERMORE, THERE WAS NO GENERAL PUBLIC 
EDUCATION AND ON THE FRONTIER MANY DID NOT HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY OF AN EDUCATION, SINCE THEY COULD NOT 
WRITE OR SPELL THEIR OWN NAMES IT WAS DONE FOR THEM 
BY THE CLERKS OF THE CHURCH AND STATE IN WHICH EVER 
WAY IT SOUNDED TO THEM. EVEN IN FAMILIES WHERE MOST 
COULD WRITE THEIR OWN NAMES WE FIND THE NATE S SPELLED 


IN AN AMAZINGLY DIFFERENT NUMBER OF WAYSe 


THE INFORMATION FOR THIS COMMENTARY WAS TAKEN LARGELY 
FRomM THE GENEALOGY DeparTmMENT oF THE Fort WorTH PuBLIc 
LIBRARY, WHICH HAS PERHAPS THE MOST COMPLETE GENEALOGY 
DEPARTMENT OF ANY PUBLIC LIBRARY IN THE STATE, THE 
MICROFILMS OF THE FEDERAL CENSUS BUREAU WAS RELIED 
UPON HEAVILY TO VERIFY THE VARIOUS DATES GIVEN, RECORDS 
OF ALL TYPES HAD TO BE GONE INTO, INCLUDING MARRIAGE 
LICENSES, LAND GRANTS, COURT HOUSE RECORDS AND THE 
THOUSANDS OF TOMBSTONE INSCRIPTIONS TAKEN FROM ALL 
OVER THE COUNTRY. OLD FAMILY BIBLES ALWAYS CONTAIN 

A STORE HOUSE OF FAMILY HISTORY, NOT ONLY THAT OF 


BIRTHS AND DEATHS, BUT COMMENTS AS TO WHAT MEMBER 
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PREFACE ~ Pace THREE 


OF THE FAMILY THE CHILD FAVORED. MANY TIMES THE 
RECORDER OF THIS VITAL INFORMATION WOULD COMMENT 
UPON THE CONDITION OF THE WEATHER DURING THE TIME 
OF BIRTH, THIS WAS PERHAPS DUE TO THE FACT THAT 
THE PEOPLE BELIEVED THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN ASPECTS 
OF NATURE THAT WAS AN OMEN FOR THE FUTURE OF THE 
CHILD, JHE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE QUOTATIONS 
TAKEN FROM FAMILY BIBLES ILLUSTRATING THIS FACT? 
"SUSAN WAS BORN AT 4:50 P.M, DURING A SEVERE THUNDER- 


! 


stonu;" "Our BELOVED son JoHN WAS BoRN AT 10:25 A.It. 


DURING A SLEET storm", on "Our paucHTER Mary Was 
BoRN AT 8:50 IN THE EVENING JUST AFTER THE ECLIPSE 
OF THE moon” oR ANOTHER "OUR FIRST BORN SON STRONGLY 
RESEMBLES HIS GRANDFATHER ON HIS MOTHER'S SIDE." 
WHAT EVER THE REASON, THEY DID NOT HESITATE TO ADD 


ANY THING THAT CAME TO THEIR MIND. 


In GOING OVER THESE MUSTY OLD RECORDS OF LIFE AV D 
DEATH, ONE IS OFTEN REMINDED OF SEVERAL SENTENCES 

! " : x . 
FROM GRAY'S ELEGY. THE BOOST OF HERALDY, THE POMP 
OF POWER, AND ALL THAT BEAUTY AND ALL THAT WEALTH 
E'ER GAVE AWAITS THE INEVITABLE HOUR. JHE PATHS 
OF GLORY LEAD BUT TO THE GRAVE.” OR ANOTHER, ‘FULL 


MANY A FLOWER IS BORN TO BLUSH UNSEEN AND WASTE ITS 


SWEETNESS ON THE DESERT ATR” 
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ORIGIN OF THE ALLEN NAME 


TxrS NAME IN SCOTLAND COMES FROM THE OLD GAELIC 
wamME AILENE, WHICH MEANS ALL ROCK OR HARD. IT 
WAS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR NAMES WHEN SURNAMES 
WERE BECOMING HEREDITARY. JIT IS SAID TO HAVE 
come rnto Encyanp witH ALAN FEeRGEANT, CoUNT OF 
BrivTANY, A CHAMPION OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 
AND THE FIRST EaRL oF AicumonDdD. IT SOON BECAME 
common To NortuHern EnGLAND AND ESPECIALLY IN 
SCOTLAND WHICH WAS THE ORIGINAL HOME OF THE 
Anpews. THE OLDEST KNOWN FORM OF THE NAME, FOUND 
on 10TH CenTURY cCoINS WAS ALAMNUS. ACCORDING TO 
Joun Urnounarnr rn THE AMERICAN WEEKLY or May 109, 
1960, If IS LISTED AS ONE OF THE FIFTY MOST DISTIN~ 


GUISHED NAMES IN AMERICAN HISTORY. 


Tur ALLEN COAT OF ARMS AS GIVEN IN BuRKE'S PEERAGE 


IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: 


ARMS Srx BIRDS ON A BLACK AND SILVER SHIELD. 


CREST A SILVER EAGLE, HOLDING IN ITS BEAK A 
GOLDEN ACORN WITH GREEN LEAVES. 


MOTTO TRUTH WITHOUT DECEIT. 
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AN AMERICAN FAMILY OF ROYAL DESCENT 


Epwarnp Srp, Kinc or ENGLAND, WAS THE FATHER OF 
Prince Joun or Gaunt, His DAUGHTER Was Lapby 
BEAUFORD WHO MARRIED SIR RaupH Nevrut. SIR 


Epwarnp Neviut was KnrcHTep 2np Lorp or BERGOVENNY. 


Hrs DAUGHTER Unsuta Nevrinp marrnrep Rev. Danren 
HoRSMANDEN. Maris HORSMANDEN, A DAUGHTER, MARRIED 
Wrotrtam Byrp. THEY caME TO Westover, VIRGINIA IN 
1694. Wronram THE Onv HAD JanE Byrd. Jane ByrRD 


MARRIED JoHN Pace oF Nortyu Enno, VIRGINIA. 


JANE Byrp, PAGE HAD AMONG OTHER CHILDREN, JUDITH PAGE, 
WHO MARRIED HicH Newson. Lucy NeEuSon, THEIR DAUGHTER, 
MARRIED EpmMunD PENDELTON, JR. OF VIRGINIA. AMONG 
THEIR CHILDREN WAS HucH PENDELTON. WHO MARRIED Lucy 
Newson, DAUGHTER oR Roper? NELSON AND HIS WIFE, 


JUDITH CARTER. 


JULIA PENDELTON, DAUGHTER OF HucH PENDELTON, MARRIED 


JAMES ALLEN OF BEepFoRD, NortTH CAROLINA} 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
GEORGE LEE ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Grornce Lee ALLEN WAS BoRN In HaurFax, NortH CAROLINA 
rw 1745, His FraATHeER, RoBERrT eee WAS A NATIVE OF 
EncuAND. 17 IS BELIEVED THAT HE WAS BORH IN THE 
vicrniTy oF Lonpon. THE DATE OF HIS BIRTH OR OF HIS 
ARRIVAL IN THIS COUNTRY IS NoT KNOWN. HE WAS ENGAGED 
IN THE IMPORT AND EXPORT BUSINESS IN ENGLAND AND CON@ 
TINUED IN THAT LINE OF WORK AFTER HIS SETTLEMENT IN 


THIS COUNTRY. 


Gronce ALLEN MARRIED SusawnéaH RreveES In 1765, SUSANNAH 
WAS THE DAUGHER OF A FReEnNcH HucuENoT, HER FAMILY CAME 
oe THIS COUNTRY AROUND 1680 AFTER THE REVOCATION OF 

rue Eprcr or Nantes. Tue HucuENOTS WERE OF THE PROTES- 
TANT FAITH AND SUFFERED SEVERELY IN FRANCE UNDER 

Lours XIV. MemMBERS OF THIS FAITH SUFFERED THE LOSS 

OF THOUSANDS IN THE MASSACRE OF ST. BARTHALOMEW ON 
Auveust 24, 1572, THOUSANDS FLED THE COUNTRY, MANY 


COMING TO THIS LAND. 


FouR CHILDREN WERE BOTH TO THIS COUPLE. JHESE WERE 
GeorncEe, Ben, James AND WruLrAM. WILLIAM MARRIED 


CATHERINE SMITH, WHOSE MOTHER WAS OF IRISH DESCENT, 
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Grornce ALLEN FOUGHT IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WaR AND 
WAS IN THE BATTLE oF LuTaAw SPRINGS IN SouTH CAROLINA« 


Georce ALLEN DIED IN 1856 af THE AGE OF Q1. 


THE ABOVE INFORMATION WAS TAKEN FROM ALLEN FAMILY 
RECORDS spy J. Monrcomery SEAVER, FOUND ON MICROFILM 
in THE Datuas Pupitic LrBRARY. THIS WORK IS A VERY 
COMPREHENSIVE HISTORY OF MANY BRANCHES OF THIS 


FAMILY. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
ELI ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Eur ApbpeEN wAS BoRN rin 1802 rn NortTH CAROLINA, THE 
son oF WrpLrAM AND CATHERINE ALLEN. ELI ALLEN 
MARRIED EvrzABETH HENSLEY AT AN EARLY AGE. HIGHT 
CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THIS MARRIAGE. JHEY ARE 


LISTED AS FOLLOWS: 


Wrpuram ALLEN 1852 
Lewis ALLEN th acs) 
Lee ALLEN 1855 
Krsszrav ALLEN 1836 
THomas ALLEN 1859 
JAMES ALLEN 1840 
WesTLEY ALLEN 1842 
JANE ALLEN | 1844 


E,r came To Arkansas ABouT 1820, HE FIRST MADE HIS 
way To New OrnnEANS, AND THEN UP THE MISSISSIPPI AND 
Warte Rivers To Des Arc, FROM WHICH POINT HE MADE 

HIS WAY To HEBER SPRINGS, BECOMING ONE OF THE EARLIEST 
SETTLERS OF THAT DISTRICT. DURING THE FIRST FEW YEARS 
tn ARKANSAS HE FISHED, HUNTED AND TRADED WITH THE 
Inprans, HE LATER SECURED A LAND GRANT FROM THE 


GOVERNMENT. Iv WAS COVERED WITH TIMBER, AND HE HAD 
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T0 SPEND MUCH TIME CLEARING IT FOR FARMING. FRom 
THIS TIMBER HE ERECTED A TWO=ROOM LOG CABIN WHICH 


SERVED AS HIS HOME FOR SEVERAL YEARSo 


ARKANSAS AT THIS TIME WAS STILL A TERRITORY AND THE 
SETTLERS WERE SUBJECTED TO EVERY KIND OF HARDSHIP. 

Tue CABINS WERE OFTEN MANY MILES APART, FORCING THE 
FAMILIES TO RELY UPON THEMSELVES IN TIME OF DANGER 

OR DISASTER, JHE OsaGE INDIANS HELD MUCH OF THE 
TERRITORY OF ARKANSAS AT THIS TIME. THEY WERE A 
NOMADIC AND WILD TRIBE OF INDIANS AND THE WHITE 
PEOPLE THAT LIVED AMONG THEM DID SO AT THE RISK OF 
THEIR LIVES. MosvT oF THE SETTLERS CAME FROM TENNESSEE, 
Kentucky, Norru awn SouruH Carnontina. WITH A VIRGIN 
FOREST EVERYWHERE, THEY HAD NOT FAR TO GO TO FIND 

LOGS WITH WHICH TO BUILD THEIR CABINS. JIHESE LOGS 
WERE HEWN OR CUT SO THAT THEY WERE FLAT ON FOUR SIDES. 
Tuk OPENINGS BETWEEN THE LOGS WERE FILLED WITH WET 
EARTH. SOME TIMES THE WOMEN FOLKS PASTED NEWSPAPERS 
ON THE WALLS TO ADD TO THE BEAUTY OF THE HOME. 

CoOKING WAS DONE ON A LARGE FIRE PLACE, WHICH WAS 
SOMETIMES THE ONLY LIGHT. KEROSENE WAS NOT IN USE AT 


THIS TIME. ALL THE FURNITURE WAS MADE AT HOME. 


Er ALLEN OFTEN MENTIONED TO HIS CHILDREN SOME OF THE 


HIGH LIGHTS OF THIS EARLY PERIOD. OnE SUCH EVENT THAT 
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HE OBSERVED WAS THE REMOVAL OF THE INDIANS FROM 
GeorcréA, ALABAMA AND FLORIDA TO THEIR NEW HOME IN 
Oxpanoma. It was ABouT NovemBer 2, 1832 THAT THE 
VAN GUARD OF THIS ARMY OF FUGITIVES APPEARED IN 
LivtuE Rock IN THE SHAPE OF SIX OR SEVEN THOUSAND 
GroctéAw anp OCuicKasAW InpIANS. THE MEN WERE MOUNTED 
ON PONIES ATTIRED IN THE USUAL BREECH CLOTH, LEGGINS, 
AND BEADED MOCCASONS, DRIVING THEIR CATTLE BEFORE 
oem, MANY OF THE WOMEN HAD PAPOOSES SLUNG OVER 
THEIR BACKS. THEY WERE SEVERAL DAYS IN CROSSING 

THE RIVER. ALTHOUGH HURRIED OUT OF TOWN AS SOON 

AS POSSIBLE, MANY HAD A DESIRE TO LOITER, AND HAD 

TO BE DRIVEN LIKE SHEEP. In THE spRiInc oF 1855, 
ACCORDING T0 ALLEN, ANOTHER ARMY APPEARED NEAR 
Lrrrie Rock ON THEIR WAY WEST. CHOLERA WAS RAGING 
AMONG THE GROUP AND THEY WERE FORCED TO GO TO THE 
NORTH OF THE CITY. ABOUT TWO THOUSAND OF THESE 
PEOPLE DIED IN ARKANSAS FROM THIS SCOURGE. Many 


AT THAT TIME CALLED IT THE TRAIL OF TEARS « 


THe ALLEN NAME WAS WELL REPRESENTED IN EARLY ARKANSAS 
HISTORY. PERHAPS THE MOST NOTED WAS THAT OF WILLIAM 
O, ALLEN, WHO WAS FOR MANY YEARS, HEAD OF THE ARKANSAS 
mrur7réa. In £819, WrLLIAM WAS ELECTED TO THE Lecis- 


LATURE AND IT WAS DURING HIS TERM OF OFFICE ToT A 


FAMOUS DUEL TOOK PLACE BETWEEN HIM AND Ropert C. ODEN. 
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Tur DUEL OCCURED ON AN ISLAND IN THE ARKANSAS RIVER 
on Marcu 10, 1820. ALLEN FIRED FIRST AND HIS BULLET 
WENT TRUE T0 ITS MARK, STRUCK A BUTTON OVER ODEN'S 
HEART, GLANCING ASIDE AND INFLICTING A SEVERE BUT 
NO? MORTAL WouND. THE IMPACT OF THE BULLET KNOCKED 
ODEN DOWN, AND AS HE FELL HE FIRED A RANDOM SHOT 
WHICH STRUCK ALLEN IN THE HEAD, KILLING HIM INSTANTLY. 
OvER A THOUSAND PEOPLE WERE ON HAND TO WATCH THE 
DUEL BETWEEN THESE TWO NOTED PEOPLE. THE DUEL OF 
THESE FAMOUS MEN CAUSED THE LEGISLATURE TO PASS AN 
IRON=CLAD LAW AGAINST DUELING. No DUELS HAVE BEEN 
KNOWN TO OCCUR SINCE THEN. ALLEN LEFT A LARGE 
ESTATE, AccorpriwGg To Josr4aH H, SHINN, AUTHOR OF 
PIONEERS OF ARKANSAS, THE ADVERTISED LIST OF THE 
PROPERTY FILLED NEARLY A CoLUuMN oF THE GAZETTE POST. 
THUS ENDED ONE OF THE MOST CONTROVERSIAL FIGURES IN 


ARKANSAS HISTORY. 


Evr ALLEN prep rn 1887 av THE AGE OF 85, HE WAS 


BURIED rn Mount OLIVE CEMETERY IN HEBER SPRINGS. 


¥ 


7 7 
: , 


24s4Sh ABT WI CMAGST Wh WOMaAUOO aRta: at 
ITH ASRLR waudk » sOsBh Of nom wer 

NK AWAIE .WAKN SPL Of AVN tuaw 

ALTOILaWI Gua BODSK SUL OWA _TAKAR 

rs | MAT AO Toxany web Gauyow “Ntaow tow 
. CEATA SR UE" Ba Gk GMA woe waxed) 


Lith ,GkRH KEY WT Waadh wouRta BOR 


‘kM UO BAZW ACO lOwkevORT A anes 


t 
@ 
P 


<LALAS GATtON OVP ABA waawiaa dave 
t21oaL SRT GRBVAD MEK SVOMAA BRSRR 
SULABUA EWR wad a ee. 

LUT AILS AVIOO OF MMOWE 

cud sh ani2zck Go OMEanoOvDk Qatated 
LLTRAYGA aut ,ANOWAARK “4Q 2AWRKOIS. 

) aeT AO WHO® Kk REN Cede TTARIORG 
s 


ALATARAVORWKOD BAO EMO uaMe Guana evel 


sYAOTSIN ,Skauanak | 


aaw a .68 4oO BoA aut TA Woah wt aaid waaah 3 = 
ne : 
.2ouUrtaae waa wt LARTANAD rat 
ay 
pe a¢ - ? ct : 


> aa 


7 ti 
7 


BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
LEWIS ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Lewrs ALLEN WAS THE OLDEST SON OF ELI AND ELIZABETH 
Appen. He wAS BoRN In 1829 rin THE oLD GrLES Town- 
SHIP IN CLEBURNE CouNnTY, ARKANSAS. SIGHT CHILDREN 


WERE BORN TO LEWIS AND SARAH ALLEN. THEY WERE AS 


FOLLOWS: 
Davip ALLEN 1854 
THomas ALLEN | 1856 
JAMES ALLEN 1858 
ELIZABETH ALLEN 1861 
SaRAH ALLEN 1865 
Ben ALLEN LEC / 
Susan ALLEN 1868 


Lewis ALLEN ACQUIRED A LARGE HOLDING OF LAND NEAR 
Heper Sprincs. THE 1860 FepeEnAL CENSUS GAVE THE 
VALUE OF HIS LAND av $7,000.00. THIS WOULD INDI- 
CATE A LARGE NUMBER OF ACRES, AS THE VERY BEST OF 
LAND SELDOM cost MoRE THAN $10.00 an ACRE. THREE 
BROTHERS, THomAS, WESTLEY, AND JAMES MOVED IN WITH 
Lewis ABourT 1860 AND ASSISTED HIM IN RUNNING HIS 
FARM. VERY LITTLE INFORMATION WAS FOUND CONCERNING 


THIS FAMILY, BUT IT IS BELIEVED THAT SEVERAL OF HIS 
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CHILDREN MIGRATED TO WHAT WAS THEN THE INDIAN 


TERRITORY. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
JAMES ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


JAMES ALLEN, THE SIXTH CHILD BoRN TO ELI ALLEN 
wAS BORN In 1840 rw CurBuRWwE CounTY. JIwo CHILDREN 
WERE BORN TO JAMES AND JUNE ALLEN, JHEY WERE AS 


FOLLOWS: 


SALLY ALLEN 1867 
AppDIE ALLEN 1869 


James ALLEN SETTLED NEAR THE OLD HOMESTEAD. HE 
BOUGHT SEVERAL HUNDRED ACRES OF VIRGIN LAND AND 
CLEARED A LARGE PART OF IT FOR FARMING. LITTLE 
INFORMATION COULD BE FOUND CONCERNING HIS LATER 


LIFE OR THAT OF HIS CHILDREN. 


No INFORMATION COULD BE FOUND ABOUT THE REMAINING 
curippREN oF Eyr ALLEN. IT IS LIKELY THAT WILLIAM, 
Lee, AND WeESTLEY ALLEN JOINED THE THOUSANDS OF 


OTHERS WHO WENT WEST TO FIND NEW HOMES. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
THOMAS ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Tuomas ALLEN WAS BORN IN 1859 IN WHAT WAS THEN 
opp Van BurEN CounTY AND vow CLEBURNE COUNTY. 
THOMAS WAS EDUCATED IN THE OLD TIME SUBSCRIPTION 
SCHOOL. JHE SCHOOL WAS A LOG STRUCTURE WITH 
SPLIT LOG BENCHES AND PUNCHEON FLOORS. THOMAS 
MARRIED MrssourRI BUTLER, A MEMBER OF A PIONEER 
FAMILY, IN 1867. MISSOURI, HAVING BEEN BORN IN 
1851, was onuy 16 YEARS OF AGE AT THE TIME OF 
MARRIAGE. TEN CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THIS COUPLE. 


THEY WERE AS FOLLOWS: 


JAMES ALLEN MAY 32, LOOO 

1 nia 5 Pama: 5 ea iy DEP. go,  LOTo 
Mary ALIce ALLEN Sept, 30, 1873 
Errre ALLEN Nove ©; 1070 
Dora May ALLEN BUG, 12,5 LO70 
JoHN FRANKLIN ALLEN Juty 1, 1880 
Davip Naryan ALLEN "May IU, 1869 
TxrropHILus G. ALLEN Jan. 8, 1886 
Eruan S. ALLEN JunE 17, 1888 
Frances N. ALLEN Szpr. 19, 1890 


DuriInc THE EARLY YEARS oF TuHomaS' LIFE, ARKANSAS 
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WAS A WILD AND ROUGH FRONTIER TERRITORY. REARED 
IN THIS SURROUNDING, HE BECAME FAMILIAR WITH ALL 
CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOUND ON THE FRONTIER, AND 
BECAME A PART OF THE PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT OF 
THIS VIRGIN LAND. DuRING HIS EARLY YOUTH HE HIRED 
OUT TO HIS OLDER BROTHERS, LEWIS, WHO TAUGHT HIM 
ALL THE ARTS OF FARMING, HUNTING AND THE KNACK OF 


TRADING WITH THE INDIANS. 


In 106% HE ENLISTED FOR SERVICE IN THE CONFEDERATE 
ARMY, JOINING THE 10TH ARKANSAS INFANTRY, WITH 
WHICH HE SERVED THE GREATER PART OF THE TIME, 
LATER cGorne To MrssrssrIppr UNDER CapTarIn MILLER. 
He PARTICIPATED IN THE BATTLE OF SHILOH AND SERVED 
THROUGH THE ENTIRE PERIOD OF THE WAR. AFTER HIS 
RETURN FROM MILITARY SERVICE, HE AGAIN SETTLED 

tn Van Suren CounTyYy, WHERE HE SECURED A LARGE TRACT 
OF LAND. THE TRACT WHICH HE SECURED WAS COVERED 
WITH TIMBER, WHICH HE CLEARED HIMSELF. AT ONE 
TIME HE OWNED A THOUSAND ACRES OF LAND, FOR WHICH 
HE PAID ONLY A DOLLAR AN ACRE. HE BUILT A LOG 
CABIN OF TWO ROOMS FROM TIMBER FOUND ON HIS LAND. 
IN THE EARLY DAYS MOST OF HIS TRADING WAS DONE AT 
Baresvitue, av Des Anc ann aT Lirrue Rock, HE 


CROSSED THE ICE ON THE ARKanSAS River aT LITTLE 
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Rock IN ORDER TO GET TO MARKET, THERE WAS MUCH 
GAME TO BE HAD IN THIS SECTION OF THE COUNTRY 
IN THOSE DAYS, AND THE HUNTER HAD NO TROUBLE IN 


SECURING GAME FOR THE TABLE, 


During THE Crvit War Mr. Wes LOST EVERY THING 
THAT HE HAD ACCUMULATED, AND WHEN HE RETURNED 
HOME, HIS STOCK CONSISTED OF ONE MULE. HE WAS 
NEVER ABLE TO RECOVER FROM THIS SET BACK, AFTER 
HIS OLDEST SON, JAMES, SETTLED IN TExaAs, THOMAS 
DECIDED TO BRING HIS FAMILY TO THIS NEWER LAND. 
THEY ARRIVED IN 1896 AFTER A TRIP THAT TOOK 26 
DAYS. THEY SETTLED THREE MILES SOUTHWEST OF 
COMMERCE IN THE SCATTER BRANCH CommuNITY. THOMAS 
ALLEN DIED IN 1898 AND WAS INTERRED IN THE SCATTER 
BRANCH CEMETERY NEAR HIS HOME. HIS WIFE PASSED 
AWAY IN 1919 rn CumBy, TEXAS AT THE HOME OF HER 
DAUGHTER Dora. SHE TOO WAS BURIED IN THE SCATTER 


BRANCH CEMETERY. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
JAMES GENOA ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


James G. ALLEN WAS THE FIRST BORN OF THOMAS AND 
Mrssournr AutLbEn. HE WAS BoRN IN HEBER SPRINGS ON 
May 2, 1868. JAMES GRADUATED FROM THE SUGAR LoAF 
Meprtca, Acapemy rn Heper SPprRincs. HE WAS VALE- 
DICTORIAN OF HIS CLASS. HE LATER ATTENDED THE 
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS, WHERE HE GRADUATED AS AN 


HONOR sTuDENT «In 1891. 


He ser up AN orFfrice rn Hiram, ARKANSAS AND PRACTICED 
HIS CHOSEN PROFESSION DURING THE YEARS 1891 THROUGH 
1893, He marrrep Mrss Esruer Morris or HEBER 
SPRINGS EARLY IN THE YEAR DF 1890. ONE son, 
CLARENCE GENOA ALLEN, WAS BORN TO THIS UNION. 


Esrurr ALLEN DIED EARLY IN THE YEAR 1891. 


Dr. AvLen came To Hunt Country, Texas In 18935 awn 
SETTLED IN THE SCATTER BRancH comMMUNITY. HE 
mMaRRIED Mrss Rosa Horn or ASHLAND, ALABAMA IN 

1906. Dr. ALLEN WAS A MEMBER OF THE SCATTER 

Brancu Baprist cHuRCH. DR. ALLEN WAS THE TYPICAL 
COUNTRY DOCTOR OF THAT TIME, HE MANY TIMES RECALLED 
THE HARDSHIPS AND TRIALS THAT WENT WITH THE LIFE 


OF A COUNTRY DOCTOR. If HAD BOTH ITS AMUSING AND 
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TRAGIC EVENTS. HE RECALLED ONE EVENT THAT WAS 

OF COMMON OCCURANCE. "I WAS CALLED ONE DARK 
EVENING TO A HOUSE SOME TWELVE MILES FROM MY 
OFFICE, IT WAS SNOWING AND FREEZING. JICICLES 
HUNG FROM MY BUGGY. JI HAD TO OPEN FOUR OR FIVE 
WIRE GATES, JIT TOOK ABOUT TWO HOURS TO DRIVE 

tte, Apinan ST ¢or (rene. FOUNDA BOY OF EIGHT 
WITH DIPHTHERIA. THE FATHER UNHITCHED THE TEAM 
AND TIED THEM ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF A CRIB UNDER 
AN OPEN SHED AND GAVE THEM SOME HAY. THERE WAS 
ONLY ONE LARGE ROOM WITH A FIRE PLACE. THE 
FAMILY OCCUPIED THIS ROOM ALONG WITH THREE DOGS. 
IN MOST TRIPS OF THIS SoRT I WOULD STAY OVER 
NIGHT, If ALWAYS MADE THE FAMILY FEEL BETTER. 

In THIS CASE I BEDDED DOWN ON THE FLOOR NEAR THE 
FIREPLACE. IN A FEW MINUTES I WAS JOINED BY THE 
THREE DOGS. JI SLEPT PRETTY WARM DURING THE NIGHT. 
ABOUT THE ONLY INCONVENIENCES I SUFFERED WAS A 
SORE BACK AND A CROP OF FLEAS FROM THE DOGS. In 
THE MORNING AFTER A BREAKFAST OF HOT BISCUITS, 
EGGS AND HAM, J STARTED HOME. THE BOY'S FATHER 
TOLD ME THAT HE DID NOT HAVE A DIME, BUT WOULD PAY ME 
AS SOON AS HE GOT SOME. THREE YEARS LATER HE DID. 
On ANOTHER occasion I RECEIVED A CALL FROM A WOMAN 


TELLING ME THAT HER HUSBAND WAS IN GREAT PAIN AND 
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wouLD I HURRY, AFTER I Gort THERE I FOUND A MAN 
WITH A SEVERELY CRUSHED HAND. HE HAD BEEN IN 
PAIN FOR SEVERAL DAYS BUT WOULD NOT LET HIS WIFE 
CALL A DOCTOR BECAUSE OF HIS RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. 
AFTER GIVING HIM A SHOT I STARTED TO WORK ON THE 
HAND, ALL THE TIME HE wouLp say "Tue Lorp Is 
SAVING MY HAND,” AND I WOULD CALMLY CONTINUE WITH 
my work ADpine "Yes" AND WE ARE HELPING TOO. ONE 
pAY I HAD JUST MADE A COUNTRY CALL, MILES OUT. 

Iv WAS WET AND COLD} THE MUDDY ROADS WERE NEARLY 
IMPASSABLE, IT WAS ABOUT SUN UP ON THE RETURN 
TRIP TO TOWN, ABOUT TWO MILES FROM HOME AND IN A 
LONG BOGGY STRETCH OF ROAD WHEN I MET A FORMER 
PATIENT OF MINE WHO STILL OWED 22 FOR A CHILD I 
HAD DELIVERED. HE WAS STANDING BESIDE THE MUDDY 
TRACKS IN THE ROAD AND HE SAID "GOOD MORNING 
DOCTOR, IS SOME BODY srcex?" JI SAID WHAT IN THE H-- 


you pon'? tHrwK I AM oUT JUST BUGGY RIDING DO your" 


Dr. ALLEN MOVED FROM THE SCATTER BRANCH COMMUNITY 
aBpouT 1920 ro CommercE, TEXAS WHERE HE SET UP AN 
OFFICE. HE AND HIS SON OPERATED AN OFFICE TOGETHER 
FOR MANY YEARS. Dr. ALLEN RETAINED PERFECT HEALTH 
UNTIL A FEW YEARS BEFORE HE DIED. MAJOR ILLNESSES 
WAS A RARE THING AMONG THIS LARGE FAMILY. THEY 


ALL ENJOYED GOOD HEALTH AND A LONG LIFE. EVEN 
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THOUGH THE OLDER GENERATION HAD DARK HAIR, GREY 
HAIR WAS SELDOM FOUND, EVEN IN VERY LATE LIFE. 
BALDNESS WAS ANOTHER CHARACTERISTIC’ THAT WAS 


COMPLETELY ABSENT IN THE FAMILY. 


Dr. ALLEN DIED on May 23, 1941 av ComMMERCE AND 
WAS BURIED IN ROSEMOUND CEMETERY THERE. HIs 
wire Rosa ALLEN DIED IN DecemBER oF 1958 AT THE 


AGE OF «60. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
BEN FE, ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Ben E, ALLEN, THE SECOND SON OF THOMAS AND 
Mrssournr ALLEN WAS BORN ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1870 

tn CueBpurne CounTy, ARKANSAS. SEN WAS EDUCATED 
IN THE COMMON SCHOOLS OF HEBER SPRINGS AND 
REMAINED IN CLEBURNE CoUNTY DURING HIS BOYHOOD 
AND YouTH, HE AFTERWARDS TAUGHT A FEW TERMS IN 
THE RURAL SCHOOLS OF ARKANSAS, AND THEN TOOK UP 
THE OCCUPATION OF FARMING. HE BOUGHT AND CLEARED 


LAND, SECURING A PART OF HIS FATHER'S OLD HOMESTEAD. 


In 1603 we came vo Wuire County AND EVTERED THE 
EMPLOY oF THE MruueR LumBeR CoMPANY, OCCUPYING THE 
POSITION OF GENERAL MANAGFR FOR EIGHT YE4RS, 22 
NEXT PURCHASED 160 ACRES OF LAND NEAR BEBEE AND 
WHILE ENGAGED IN FARMING THERE HE SERVED AS CON- 
STABLE AND DEPUTY SHERIFF FOR A PERIOD OF EIGHT 
YEARS. HE AFTERWARDS WAS ELECTED JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE AT BEBEE AND OCCUPIED THAT POSITION FOR 
FOUR YEARS. In 1920 HE WAS ELECTED TO THE OFFICE 


OF SHERIFF. HE SERVED TWO TERMS IN THAT OFFICE, 


AFTER HIS TERM OF SHERIFF, HE BECAME ACTIVE IN 


POLITICS OF THE STATE, SERVING AS CAMPAIGN MANAGER 
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FOR SEVERAL GOVERNORS OF THE STATE. AS A RESULT OF 
THIS ACTIVITY, HE WAS APPOINTED TO THE HEAD OF THE 
PRISON FARM SYSTEM OF ARKANSAS « He HELD THAT POSI- 


TION UNTIL HIS RETIREMENT IN 1940. 


BEN WAS MARRIED TO JENNIE ae WHO WAS BORN IN 
WHrre County, A DAUGHTER OF Wes THOMPSON, A FARMER 
AND STOCK DEALER. JIHEY BECAME THE PARENTS OF SIX 
CHILDREN. THEY WERE OPAL, WHO IS THE WIFE OF ALBERT 
BevinL, A FARMER OF WHiTE County; NELLIE, THE WIFE 
or Expert WALLS, A BARBER OF CoBaT, ARKANSAS. THE 


OTHER CHILDREN WERE Envis, VELDA, AND OATLEY. 


Mrs. ALLEN WAS A MEMBER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
Ben BELONGED TO THE Masonic ORDER, AS WELL AS THE 


WOODMEN OF THE WORLD. 


DuRING HIS TENUE WITH THE ARKANSAS PRISON SYSTEM, 
HE BECAME NOTED FOR HIS REHABILITATION WORK AMONG 
THE PRISONERS. MANY NEW IDEAS AND CHANGES WERE 
INSTITUTED IN THE PENAL SYSTEM. MANY OF THESE 


WERE LATER COPIED BY OTHER STATES. 


Ben ALLEN'S FIRST WIFE DIED IN 1932 AFTER A LONG 
ILLNESS. BEN LATER MARRIED IDA Sprnxs oF Hor 
Sprincs. THEY LIVED FOR MANY YEARS ON ONE OF 


THE PRISON FARMS WHERE HE SERVED AS MANAGER AND 


WARDEN. 
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In 1940 BEN RETIRED FROM THE PRISON SYSTEM AND 
mMovep To LirrTLtE Rock. HE DIED THERE In 1947 


AT THE AGE OF 77, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
DORA MAY ALLEN AND HER PROGENY 


Dora May ALLEN WAS BORN IN HEBER SPRINGS ON 
Aveust 12, 1878. Dora, LIKE ALL THE OTHER 
CHILDREN, CAME TO TEXAS WITH HER FAMILY AT 

AN EARLY AGE. SHE COULD RECALL VIVIDLY THE 
TRIP THE FAMILY MADE IN A COVERED WAGON. Bur 
BEING THE ONLY GIRL IN THE FAMILY, SHE WAS 
ALLOWED TO RIDE IN THE WAGON INSTEAD OF WALKING 


LIKE HER BROTHERS. 


Dora May ATTENDED THE RURAL SCHOOLS oF Hunt 
CouNTY ALONG WITH HER BROTHERS. UNLIKE THE BOYS, 
HOWEVER, SHE NEVER HAD TO WORK IN THE FIELDS. 
INSTEAD SHE HELPED HER MOTHER WITH THE HOUSE 
WORK, WHICH WAS NOT ANY EASY JOBe SHE USED TO 
RECALL THAT SHE WOULD GET UP AT FOUR O'CLOCK IN 
THE MORNING DURING THE SUMMER TO HELP HER MOTHER 
WITH BREAKFAST IN ORDER THAT THE BOYS COULD BE 
IN THE FIELDS BY SUN UP, A BREAKFAST OF A DOZEN 
OR SO EGGS WITH HUGE SLABS OF HAM, PLUS HOT BIS~ 


CUITS WAS A MATTER TO BE ATTENDED TO EVERY MORNING. 


DornA WAS THE ONLY GIRL IN THIS LARGE FAMILY. SHE 


HAD TWO SISTERS, AS WELL AS A BROTHER, WHO DIED AT 
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AN EARLY AGE. THEY WERE: Mary ALICE, BORN 
SEPTEMBER 50, 1878; Davip Naryan ALLEN, BORN 
May 10, 1883; ErrreE JOSEPHINE ALLEN, BORN 


NovemBer 8, 1875. 


DoRA RESEMBLED HER MOTHER aa WAYS. SHE WAS 

A LARGE WOMAN WITH DARK HAIR, HIGH CHEEK BONES, 
AND AN ERECT FIGURE. HER FEATURES WERE AN INDI- 
CATION OF THE INDIAN BLOOD SHE HAD INHERITED FROM 
HER MOTHER. Mrssournzr BuTLER ALLEN WAS A QUARTER 
CHEROKEE INDIAN. SHE EXHIBITED IN MANY WAYS THE 
STOIC INDIVIDUALISM AND COURAGE CHARACTERISTIC OF 
THAT RACE OF PEOPLE. Nor onuy DoréA, BUT ALL THE 
CHILDREN INHERITED SOME OF THE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 


TRAITS FOUND IN THIS RACE. 


A wrece or Mrssournr AuLEN, Ann BuRNS, WENT TO 
OKLAHOMA AFTER THE CHEROKEE INDIANS WERE PLACED ON 
RESERVATION THERE AND MADE A CLAIM TO HER INDIAN 
RIGHTS. HER SON BECAME A CHIEF OF ONE OF THE 
CHEROKEE TRIBES, Hr WAS THE FIRST INDIAN TO BEAR 


tHE namE "Burns." 


Mrssourzr BurLnER HAD TWO SISTERS, Dora AND FLORENCE 
BurLER, AND ONE BROTHER, JOHN. THE DESCENDENTS OF 


THESE STILL LIVE IN AND AROUND HrRamM, ARKANSAS. 


THERE IS A CREEK NAMED BUTLER CREEK IN EITHER THE 
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SourTHERN PART OF MrssOURI OR THE NoRTHERN PART 


oF ARKANSAS NAMED AFTER THIS FAMILY. 


Dora ALLEN MARRIED AT AN EARLY AGE. HER FIRST 
HUSBAND WAS Manson JAMES, A BAPTIST MINISTER. 

To THIS UNION WAS BORN TWO CHILDREN, CLARENCE 
anp ALICE JameES. AFTER THE DEATH OF JAMES SHE 
marrniep Jor TepFoRD. FoR SOME YEARS THEY FARMED 
souTH OF COMMERCE AND THEN MOVED TO PUEBELO, 
CoLORADO, WHERE HER HUSBAND WORKED IN THE STEEL 
WELLS «os elNyPHE LATE 1920'S THEY MOVED TO LUBBOCK. 
TuREE CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THIS UNION. THEY WERE 
Frossiz, DoybE, AND JEWEL. DoYyLE AND JEWEL DIED 
JUST A FEW DAYS APART In 1918 IW PUEBELO FROM 


INFLUENZE. FLOSSIE NOW LIVES IN LUTTOCK. 


Dora May PASSED AWAY IN 1947 WAS WAS INTERRED IN 


A LUBBOCK CEMETERY. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
JOHN FRANKLIN ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


JoHn F,. ALLEN WAS BORN IN HEBER SPRINGS on Juuy i, 
1880. He came To TexaS AT THE AGE OF 15, WHERE HE 
SPENT HIS YouTH. HE ATTENDED SCATTER BRANCH RURAL 
HIGH SCHOOL. AFTER HIS SCHOOLING THERE HE MADE 
APPLICATION TO ATTEND MEDICAL SCHOOL, BUT DUE TO 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES HE NEVER WAS ABLE TO FULFILL 


THAT AMBITION. 


Ar THE AGE oF 18 JOHN RETURNED TO ARKANSAS AND 

BEGAN WORK AS A FARM HAND. JIT WAS DURING THIS PERIOD 
THAT HE BECAME INVOLVED IN THE STRUGGLE THAT WAS 
GOING ON BETWEEN THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF 
ARKANSAS AND A LARGE BAND OF BANDITS THAT HAD BEEN 
RAVAGING THE COUNTRY SIDE FOR SEVERAL YEARS. ALONG 
THE MISSOURI BORDER A BAND OF DESPERADOES INFESTED 
THE HILLS, LIVING IN ABANDONED CABINS OFF THE MAIN 
RouTvE. THE BAND HAD BEEN ESTIMATED TO NUMBER MORE 
THAN A HUNDRED. AFTER HIS ARRIVAL IN ARKANSAS, JOHN 
HAD BEEN MADE A MEMBER OF A SHERIFF POSSE THAT HAD 


BEEN FORMED T0O0 HELP PROTECT THE PEOPLE. 


IT WAS WHILE HE WAS WORKING AS A FARM HELPER TO A 


WIDOW AND HER DAUGHTER THAT HE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY 
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[0 MEET SOME OF THESE DESPERATE MEN FACE TO FACE. 
Iv WAS A COLD NIGHT IN JANUARY, YOUNG ALLEN RECALLED, 
WHEN HE WAS AROUSED FROM SLEEP BY THE SOUND OF HORSES’ 
HOOFS ON THE FROZEN GROUND AND THE BARKING OF THE 
FAMILY DOG, AND LATER A SHOT... BY THE TIME HE HAD 
DRESSED, THREE MEN HAD FORCED THEIR WAY INTO THE 
HOUSE, CARRYING THE HEAD BODY OF THE FAMILY DOG 
WHICH THEY PLACED ON THE DINING TABLE. THEY AT 
ONCE AROUSED THE TWO WOMEN FROM BED AND ORDERED 
THEM TO PREPARE A MEAL FOR THEM. THEY WERE CON- 
TINUALLY THREATENING THE WOMEN WITH BODILY HARM 

IF THEY DID NOT HURRY. AFTER A FEW MINUTES THEY 
ORDERED JOHN TO GO AND DIRECT ONE OF THEM TO A 
NEARBY STILL AND GET A GALLON OF WHISKEY. Youwe 
ALLEN FEIGNED A LCAK OF KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH A STILL, 
FEARING TO LEAVE THE WOMEN ALONE, WHO WERE NOW 
HYSTERICAL WITH FEAR. JHE MEN REFUSED T0 BELIEVE 
HIM AND THREATENED HIM WITH A STICK OF STOVE WOOD. 
Even THOUGH HE WAS ONLY 18 AND OUTNUMBERED, ALLEN 
DECIDED T0 TAKE A DESPERATE CHANGE. JHE OUTLAWS 
HAD FAILED TO SEARCH THE YOUNG BOY, NOT KNOWING 
THAT HE HAD A SMALL CALIBER PISTOL HIDDEN IN THE 
TOP OF HIS HIGH BooTS. AS ALLEN RECALLED, TWO OF 
THE MEN HAD PULLED A BENCH UP BEFORE THE FIREPLACE 
AND WERE SITTING ON IT WITH THEIR BACKS TO THE 


rrre. tHE OTHER MAN WAS STANDING NEARBY. AS 
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JOHN WALKED OUT THE DOOR TO GET HIS COAT, HE 
PULLED THE SMALL PISTOL FROM HIS BOOTS AND FIRED 
TWICE AT THE TWO MEN ON THE BENCH. ONE OF THE 
MEN FELL BACKWARDS INTO THE FIRE. lug OTHER 

TWO LEAPED BEHIND A BEDe ALLEN rigeD "“OUL PE 
DOOR AND HID UNDER THE DOOR STEPS. He COULD HEAR 
THE MEN SEARCHING FOR HIM, BUT LUCKILY THEY NEVER 
LOOKED UNDER THE STEPS. IN A FEW MINUTES THEY 
LEFT. Tye TWO MEN CARRIED THE MAN HE HAD SHOT 
AWAY WITH THEM. TE WOMEN SAID THEY THOUGHT HE 
WAS DEAD. AFTER PUTTING THE WOMEN IN A WAGON AND 
SENDING THEM TO A NEIGHBOR'S HOUSE, JOHN WENT TO 


THE HOUSE OF A FRIEND TO SPEND THE NIGHT. 


LATER, NEXT DAY IN THE LITTLE TOWN OF HARRISON, 
ARKANSAS, HE LEARNED THAT THE MAN HE HAD SLAIN WAS 
THE LEADER OF THE BANDIT GANG. THE PEOPLE OF THIS 
SMALL TOWN WERE OVERJOYED AT THIS RIDDANCE AND 
HEAPED MONEY AND CLOTHES ON THE YOUNG MAN FOR HIS 
COURAGE. A CURIOUS TWIST TO THIS EVENT OCCURED 
some 40 YEARS LATER WHEN JOHN ALLEN RETURNED TO 
ARKANSAS TO VISIT HIS BROTHER Ben ALLEN, WHO WAS 
AN OFFICIAL OF THE PRISON SYSTEM, YURING A TRIP 
THROUGH DEATH ROW, SEN POINTED OUT A MIDDLE-AGED 
MAN AWAITING EXECUTION FOR MURDER. THIS MAN WAS 


THE SON OF THE BANDIT CHIEFTAIN« ALLEN WENT INTO 
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THE CELL AND TALKED WITH THE CONDEMNED MAN, 2®UT 
HE NEVER TOLD ANY ONE WHAT THE CONVERSATION WAS 


ABOUT. 


ALLEN LATER RETURNED TO TExAS AND TOOK UP FARMING 
NEAR THE OLD FAMILY HOME. TIRING OF THIS, HE 
BEGAN FOLLOWING THE WHEAT HARVESTERS OVER THE 

GREAT PLAINS. DuRING A SHORT INTERVAL, HE WORKED 
IN THE STEEL MILLS IN PUEBELO, COLORADO, LIVING 
WITH HIS SISTER Dora. ABour 1911 HE AGAIN RETURNED 
ro TexXAS, WHERE HE MARRIED Mrs, ELIZABETH JANE 
WesLEY, NEE HoRN, WHO HAD RECENTLY COME FROM 
ALABAMA TO VISIT HER SISTER, Mrs. James G. ALLEN. 


He BEGAN FARMING AGAIN NEAR COMMERCE. 


Two CHILDREN WERE BORN TO THIS UNION. SBropreE BecTon 
ALLEN, BORN Novemper 18, 1915, SBRropIE DIED AT 

THE AGE OF FIVE MONTHS AND WAS BURIED IN THE SCATTER 
BRANCH CEMETERY. JOE D, ALLEN WAS BORN ON OCTOBER 
12, 1914, He ATTENDED THE COMMERCE PuBLIC SCHOOLS 
AND GRADUATED FROM East Texas Stare In 1938. HE 
movep To Fort WortuH rin 1959, WHERE HE SERVED AS 
Vrce-PRESIDENT AND HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
Accounrine av Duruam's Junior CouLece or Business, 


A PRIVATE SCHOOL, FOR 15 YEARS. 


JoHN ALLEN AND HIS WIFE MOVED TO Fort Worry in 19389 
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AFTER HIS RETIREMENT, HE PASSED AWAY ON SEPTEMBER 
21, 1946. HE WAS INTERRED IN GreeEnwooD CEMETERY 
rin Fort Wortnx. Hrs wiFE, ELIZABETH ALLEN, PASSED 
AawAY on FrepruaRy 7, 1958. HE WAS ALSO INTERRED IN 


GREENWOOD CEMETERY. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
THEOPHILUS G. ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


TxeopHiLus G. ALLEN WAS BORN IN HEBER SPRINGS, 
Arkansas on Janusrny 8, 1886. HE TRAVELED WITH 


HIS PARENTS TO Commence, Texas In 1896. 


THE FAMILY SETTLED SOME THREE MILES SOUTH WEST 
or Commence, TEXAS IN WHAT WAS THEN KNOWN AS 
Heatuen Frat. No onE SEEMED TO KNOW THE ORIGIN 
OF THIS NAME. JHE LAND IN THIS PART OF THE 
CouNTY WAS VERY RICH, AND IF THE WEATHER CONDI- 
TIONS WERE RIGHT, A RICH HARVEST COULD BE EXPECTED. 
SHORTLY AFTER Movinc To Hunt CouNTY, HIS FATHER 
Tuomas ALLEN DIED. JHE FAMILY CONTINUED TO LIVE 
ON THE HOMESTEAD. THE OLDEST SON, JAMES, TOOK 
OVER THE DUTIES AS FATHER TO THE LARGE FAMILY. 
Tue BOYS WORKED HARD IN THE FIELDS AND DID ODD 


JOBS TO HELP SUPPLEMENT THE FAMILY INCOME. 


THEOPHILUS RECALLED THAT THE FAMILY WAS A VERY 
CLOSE ONT’. It WAS KNOWN IN THE SURROUNDING COMMUN- 
ITY THAT IF YOU LICKED ONE OF THE ALLEN BOYS, YOU 
HAD TO LICK ALL THE OTHERS TOO. For THIS REASON, 


THE OTHER BOYS OF THE COMMUNITY REFRAINED FROM 


PROVOKING ANY TROUBLE. 
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Tuomas anp Mrssounr ALLEN BROUGHT THE CHILDREN 

UP IN A CHRISTIAN HOME, WHERE THE BELT WAS USED 
GENEROUSLY IF THE PARENTS THOUGHT THE CHILDREN 
NEEDED IT. THOMAS ALLEN ALSO TAUGHT THE CHILDREN 
TO RESPECT OTHERS, BUT HE T00 TAUGHT THEM HOW TO 
DEFEND THEMSELVES WHEN THE NEED AROSE. THEOPHILUS 
RECALLED AN INCIDENT WHICH BORE THIS ouT. HE, 
ALONG WITH HIS FATHER AND YOUNGER BROTHER ETHAN, 
WERE RETURNING HOME IN A WAGON FROM A TRIP THEY 
HAD MADE SOUTH EAST OF COMMERCE, WHEN THREE BOYS 
BEGAN ROCKING THE MULES. Iwo OF THE BOYS STOPPED 
AFTER HIS FATHER TOLD THEM THAT THEY WERE SCARING 
THE MULES. HOWEVER, ONE OF THE BOYS CONTINUED TO 
FOLLOW THE WAGON, JEERING AND TAUNTING THE TRIO. 
FINALLY, RECALLED THEopHILuUS, PA STOPPED THE MULES 
AND LOOKED BACK aT mE. "Son" HE sarp, "I WANT You 
TO GET DOWN AND WHIP THAT BOY.” J LOOKED AT THE 
BOY, WHO WAS OLDER AND LARGER THAN I WAS, AND 
BEGAN TRYING TO FIGURE SOME WAY TO GET OUT OF IT. 
I pooxep av Pa AGAIN AnD sarp, "Pa po I Have To?" 
PA NEVER HESITATED A SECOND. "You EITHER LICK THE 
DAYLIGHTS OUT OF HIM OR I'LL GIVE YOU A LICKING 


' THINKING THAT I MIGHT AS WELL 


WHEN WE GET HOME.’ 
GE? LICKED HERE AS AT HOME, I GOT DOWN FROM THE 
WAGON AND TORE INTO HIM. JIT WAS THE HARDEST FIGHT 


I evER wad, BUT I FINALLY GOT THE BEST OF HIM. 
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Wen I cor BACK IN THE WAGON, PA PATTED ME ON 


THE BACK AND DROVE ON-e 


1919014 


ArTER ATTENDING THE RURAL SCHOOLS IN Huw CounTY, 
TuROPHILUS TOOK UP FARMING HEAR COMMERCE. HE 
maRRIED Mtss Lizzre LL. Horron at ComMMERCE ON 


DecemBER 25, 1904. 


He SOON GAVE UP FARMING AND TOOK UP PHOTOGRAPHY AS 
AN OCCUPATION. HE OPERATED STUDIOS AT VOMMERCE, 
BrownrreLD, Lussock, Forr SmrruH awn Hor SPRINGS, 


ARKANSAS. 


TomOPHILUS AND LizzIE ALLEN HAD FOUR CHILDREN, 
Wayne, Paut, Auron anD Louise. ALTON WAS BORN AT 
Commence Mancu 27, 1906. He marriep Evia Mount 
Decemper 20, 1927. Tuey now Live in Bre SPRINGS. 
Toey HAVE TWO CHILDREN, DonALD, BORN IN LUBBOCK ON 
coe 277H oF Aprit, 1931. MeLoa was BoRN DECEMBER 
28, 1933, Wayne ALLEN WAS BORN January 17, 1910. 
He was AN AapoprTep son, Roperr L. AuLEN. PAUL WAS 
BoRN In Commerce on Aucusr 8, 1914. HE HAS THREE 
sons, RonnrE, A BAPTIST PREACHER BORN IN 1938, 
Jimmy Pavt porn In 1942, and DWAYNE BORN IN 1948. 
Jimmy Lovrse was porn May 410, 1921 ar COMMERCE. 


Sum HAS ONE DAUGHTER, Linpa Sur, Born Aucusr 8, 


1946, 


> 


‘) Lanna t® aT vt oa 
VO 2M GATTAG AL .MOOAM ERE ME ROAd 20 1 wal 
e ° oe . aba “ay ; 


nroerer -XO SYORG AMA ASAG SHE 


+s 647889 2 


.LTMUOD “TuU WT BLOOMS WAAUA St OW LOWER) SER 
a ,aonawnod: sna DUINANT GW ACOT S0aTMsO BET | 
“UO 20aanned tA nota sl aneeid eet ciakan 
BORE ES asawaoad | 

\ 


“s+ Cs 


Zh YASAROOTONG FI ROOT GUA OWIMNAAR 4B AVA woos ME” 
a ‘as 
.GORAMMOD TA BOTAVTE GBtasago BH .MOTTAaUODO Wan 

3 La’ 


LBOWLAGG TON GVA BITNS taod .~woesaud [asate 


MERELLHD AVOU GAH waaah apssnloavuan suarEaont 
TN WAR BAW WoTUhy saervedsawy womakh .ueK ga 
‘uve auvd aataman al  soQ@Ek (8 mona aeaennoO ee 
sontaad o1l ut BVIdewoM va ~NSOL) OS sasdnasall 
uo zDoBaUAL Mt unca .canuod GvaadanD OWE Gye VERE 
AAGMe al usod exw acwal . LOL aradh wo aENS ‘aH 
MIL KL vanval wae @sM wadak aval -BEUE (8S is 
exw aad .waaak 1 TABOO .WOR QUTaotn WA SAW ai de 
Samir eon al BIL BS wevouk weeoREENOD a MAE 
ss - (i 
EAL Ui WSOd ASHOAGAG TeLtaMh aA yauMol |, 
-SbOL wt Maod aweawl awn qSbet | + 


TaROPHILUS AND HIS WIFE NOW LIVE IN BiG SPRINGS, TEXAS « 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
ETHAN ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Eruan S. ALLEN WAS BoRN JUNE 17, 1888 In HEBER 
Sprincs. He came ro TexaS WITH HIS PARENTS AT 

AN EARLY AGE. NINE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY MADE 
THIS LONG TREK, INCLUDING SEVEN CHILDREN. THE 
TRIP TOOK TWENTY-SIX DAYS. JHE WAGON WAS HEAVILY 
LOADED WITH BEDDING AND COOKING UTENSILS, SO IT 
WAS NECESSARY FOR THE CHILDREN ABOVE THE AGE OF 
SEVEN TO WALK. THE FAMILY HAD PLENTY OF COMPANY 
ON THE WAY, AS MANY PEOPLE WERE COMING WEST AT 


TREAT LIME. 


THERE WERE NO SUCH THINGS AS PAVED ROADS IN THOSE 
DAYS, AND AFTER A HARD RAIN THE FAMILY WAS FORCED 
TO CAMP UNTIL THE ROADS DRIED OUT. THE FAMILY 
WOULD OFTEN JOIN OTHERS, MEMBERS OF THE TRAIN, AND 
COOK THEIR MEALS TOGETHER. THE CHILDREN ALWAYS 
ENJOYED THESE STOPS, AS IT GAVE THEM A CHANCE TO 
PLAY WITH THE OTHER CHILDREN. DuRING A RAINY 
NIGHT, SLEEPING WAS A PROBLEM FOR THIS FAMILY OF 
NINE. THE WAGON WAS JUST NOT BIG ENOUGH FOR THEM 
ALLo In THIS CASE THEY WOULD TAKE TURNS SLELPING, 
OR IF THERE WERE OTHER WAGONS NEAR, THEY MIGHT BE 


INVITED TO SLEEP WITH THEM. DuRING THE DAY THE 
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BOYS WOULD STOP OFF FOR A SWIM AND CATCH THE 

WAGON LATER THAT NIGHT. JHE TRIP WAS AN EXCIT- 
ING ONE FOR ALL. NEW SCENERY, NEW FACES AND THE 
THRILL OF LOOKING FORWARD TO THEIR NEW HOME. 

TumyY HAD HEARD MANY STORIES ABOUT TEXAS BEFORE 
THEY LEFT ARKANSAS AND WERE ANXIOUS TO SEE IF 

SOME OF THE TALES WERE TRUE, JHE WAGONS AT THAT 
TIME CROSSED THE Rep RIvER ON A FERRY. JHE WAGONS 


WOULD AVERAGE ABOUT TWELVE MILES PER DAYe 


ETHAN SETTLED THREE MILES SOUTH WEST OF COMMERCE. 
He ATTENDED THE OLD Mayo ScHooLt IN COMMERCE. 

ETHAN TAUGHT IN TWO COUNTRY SCHOOLS NEAR COMMERCE 
AND ONE YEAR AT Anson. He marrieD Mrss Harrie Lov 
Hopkins DecemBer 6, 1909. THEY WERE MARRIED NEAR 
CoMMERCE. SHORTLY AFTER THEIR MARRIAGE HE BEGAN 
HIS LONG CAREER WITH THE GOVERNMENT AS A RAILWAY 
MAIL CLERK, THIS JOB HE HELD FOR 55 YEARS UNTIL 


HIS RETIREMENT. 


Mos? OF HIS MARRIED LIFE WAS SPENT IN Waco, Texas 
WHERE ONE SON, ETHAN WAS BORN ON JUNE 19, 1925. 
Ernan, JR. mMaRRIED Mrss Marncarer Wuire Fesruary 10, 
1945, He HAS A SON JIM AND A DAUGHTER Lywn. HE IS 
NOW EMPLOYED witH THE Forr WortH NarronaL BANK OF 


Fort WorTH. 
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Eruan ALLEN, SR. NOW RESIDES IN COMMERCE, *EXAS, 


HAVING MOVED THERE SOME THREE YEARS AGO. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
FRANCES N. ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


Frances ALLEN WAS BORN AT HEBER SPRINGS ON 
Seprempern 19, 1890. He movep To VoMMERCE, 
TexAS WITH HIS PARENTS WHEN HE WAS A SMALL 


CHILD. 


He SPENT HIS EARLY BOYHOOD In Hunt CounTY, WHERE 
HE ATTENDED THE OLD SCATTER BRANCH SCHOOL. HE 
SECURED HIS EDUCATION UNDER A HARDSHIP. HE WAS 
FORCED TO WALK OVER FOUR MILES TO SCHOOL IN ALL 
KINDS OF WEATHER. AFTER FINISHING IN THE RURAL 
SCHOOLS, HE ATTENDED LasT Texas SravTeE TEACHERS 
CoLLEGE IN COMMERCE AND LATER COMPLETED HIS TRAIN 


ING AT THE SOUTHWESTERN SEMINARY AT Fort WoRTH. 


F. N. ALLEN FARMED FOR SEVERAL YEARS SOUTH OF 
Commence. He marrnrep Mrss Annie L. GAMBRELL OF 
Cumpy on Ocropern 20, 1912. AT THE AGE OF 20, HE 
WAS CALLED TO PREACH. FoR SEVERAL YEARS HE FILLED 
THE PULPITS OF SEVERAL RURAL CHURCHES IN Hunt 
County. In 1927, HE WAS CALLED TO Mrapows, TEXAS 
AS PASTOR OF THE First BAPTIST CHURCH. He AND 


HIS FAMILY MADE THE TRIP FROM CumBY TO HIS NEW 


ASSIGNMENT In A MopEL T Forp. THERE WERE NO PAVED 
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ROADS THEN, AND THE TRIP REQUIRED THREE DAYS. 
THEY CAMPED OUT ON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD, COOKING 
THEIR MEALS IN THE OPEN FIRE. THEY CAMPED THE 
FIRST NIGHT NEAR Forr WoRTH AND THE NEXT NIGHT 


AT Spur, Texas. 


TyE FINANCIAL REWARDS FOR A PREACHER IN THOSE DAYS 
WERE VERY MEAGER. THE SALARY MANY TIMES CONSISTED 
ONLY OF GROCERIES AND OTHER ITEMS THAT THE MEMBERS 
PRODUCED THEMSLVES. DesPITE THE HARDSHIPS HE 


MANAGED TO GIVE HIS TWO SONS A GOOD EDUCATION. 


ReveEREND ALLEN SERVED AS PASTOR OF MANY CHURCHES 
in West Texas. AmMoNnG THESE WERE: Meapows, Texas 
FOR THREE YEARS; Leura Lake From 1935 ro 1986; 
TURKEY, TWo YEARS; AwnwTon, FROM 1957 To 1942; 
Hate Center From 1943 ro 1950; Rocxy Forpv, 1950 
To 1951; Lakeview, 1951 tro 1956. HE RETURNED TO 
Hane Center rin 1956 AND SERVED AS PASTOR THERE 
UNTIL HE RETIRED IN 1958, HE CONTINUED TO LIVE 


THERE UNTIL HIS DEATH IN JUNE or 1958, 


F, N. ann Awnre ALLEN AND TWO CHILDREN; MruForpD 
ALLEN BoRN IN 1914 anv Tommie BRoNELL Born In 1918, 
Mrurorp ALLEN GRADUATED FROM East Texas Statve. HE 
LATER SERVED WITH VALOR IN WorRLD War 2, WHERE HE 


ROSE TO THE POSITION OF LIEUTENANT. AFTER THE WAR 


HE CONTINUED HIS EDUCATION AND GRADUATED WITH A Pu.D. 
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DEGREE From THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN. HE 
TAUGHT FOR SEVERAL yEaRS aT Texas A. & M. CoLLEceE. 
He AND HIS WIFE HAVE THREE CHILDREN. Tommie ALLEN 
FOLLOWED IN HIS FATHER'S FOOTSTEPS, HAVING BEEN 
ORDAINED A BAPTIST MINISTER AT AN EARLY AGE. 


TOMMIE AND HIS WIFE, EVELYN, HAVE FIVE CHILDREN. 


Mrs. F. N. ALLEN CONTINUES TO LIVE IN THE FAMILY 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
OF 
CLARENCE G. ALLEN AND HIS PROGENY 


CLARENCE GENOA ALLEN WAS BORN IN PANGBURN, ARKAN- 
sas on Janusny 21, 1891, THE ONLY CHILD OF JAMES 


AND ESTHER ALLEN. 


WHEN HE WAS ONLY FOUR YEARS OF AGE, HE MOVED TO 
TEXAS AND SETTLED NEAR COMMERCE. CLARENCE WAS 
EDUCATED IN THE RURAL sScHOOLS oF Hunt Country. HE 
LATER ATTENDED ComMMERCE PuBLICc SCHOOLS AND WAS A 
crapuate or Easv lexas Svare Normat CoLLEcE UNDER 
tHE LATE W. L. Mavo.e In 1915, HE GRADUATED FROM 
Baytor Meprcat CoLLEGE WITH HIGHEST HONORS. HE 
FOLLOWED HIS MEDICAL STUDY WITH INTERNSHIP AT 
ParkLtann HosprraL IN DatLAS, AND CONTINUED HIS 
stupy av THE Mayo Ciurnrc rN ROCHESTER, AND AT 


Ty, ane Untversrry rn New ORLEANS. 


FoLLOWING HIS MEDICAL TRAINING, DR. ALLEN OPENED 

HIS HOSPITAL AND CLinic rn Commerce In 1921 anpb 

BEGAN HIS LONG SERVICE T0 THE CITIZENS OF THE 
communiry. In 1932 East Texas Srare TEACHERS COLLEGE 
HIRED Dr. ALLEN AS ITS PHYSICIAN. DR. ALLEN WAS 


DIVISION DOCTOR AND SURGEON FOR THE Corron Brett 


RAILROAD, A POSITION HE HELD FOR OVER 40 YEARS. 
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He wAS ALSO DIVISION PHYSICIAN FOR THE SOUTHERN 


Pacrric RAILROAD». 


Dr. ALLEN'S FIRST WIFE WAS URSULA PIERSON OF 
WartrewriIcHT, Texas. Two CHILDREN WERE BORN 

FROM THIS MARRIAGE. MarcrerTra Was Born In 1914 
tn Commerce. SHE IS noW Mrs. CHarLEs MILLER, AND 
RESIDES IN ArLanTa, Grorncré. CLARENCE ALLEN, Jr. 
wAS BORN IN Commerce in 1921. He marnriIeD Miss 
Florence SeRRY, ALSO OF CommeRCE. JHE COUPLE AND 


THEIR TWO CHILDREN NOW LIVE IN DALLAS 


Dr. AnLEN's SECOND wire was Mrss Core Bass oF 
PrrrspurcH, Texas. THEY WERE MARRIED ON AucusT 2, 
1934, Mrss Bass was Assrstan? Dean or WomEN AT 

Bust Texas STATE AT THE TIME OF MARRIAGE. No 
CHILDREN WERE BORN FROM THIS UNION. Durinc WoRLD 

Warn 2, Dr. ALLEN WAS EXAMINING PHYSICIAN FOR THIS 
AREA AND WAS CITED BY THE PRESIDENT FOR THIS SERVICE. 
In 1941 HE WAS AWARDED A FELLOWSHIP IN THE AMERICAN 
CotLbEcE oF Surgeons. HE WAS A FELLOW IN THE AMERICAN 
MreprcaAL ASSOCIATION, MEMBER OF THE Hunt-Rarns-ROCKWALL 
Country MeprcaL AssocraTIoN. HE WAS ALSO A MEMBER OF 


rHue AMERICAN RarLwAY ASSOCIATION. 


Dr. ALLEN WAS ACTIVE IN MASONIC WORK. JIE WAS A 


MEMBER OF THE MaSONIC BODIES IN CoMMERCEZ THE 
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GreenviLLE DeMoutay; THE ScorrrsH Rrre BopIeES oF 
DALLAS; THE ConsrsTory AnD MostaH TEMPLE OF 


Fort WorRTH,. 


Dr. ALLEN DIED rn CommeRcE on DecemMBER 27, 19959, 
AT THE AGE oF 68, If WAS SAFD BY MANY THAT HIS 
FUNERAL WAS THE LARGEST THAT HAD EVER BEEN HELD 
UP UNTIL THAT TIME. HE WAS BURIED IN THE FAMILY 


PLovr xrn RosEMOUND CEMETERY. 
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ARRANGED BY 


Jor D. ALLEN 
3338 West OrH STREET 
Fort Wortu, Texas 


Aucusr, 1960 
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